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EDITORIALS
Election Postmortem
A -lot of Torrance leaders are asking themselves 

"Why?" today.
Why did the park and recreation bond issue fail to 

win a two thirds majority?
Why did the airport isstii go down to defeat?
And well they might ask, "Where and how did we 

fail?"
Less than 30 per cent of the city's registered voters 

went to the polls last Tuesday . . . and those that did 
voted "No" enough times to squelch city hopes of addi­ 
tional parks and improvements of the airport.

The parks issue would have cost the taxpayers more 
money. The airport issue would have cost local residents 
nothing.

Defeat of bond issues is not unique to Torrance alone. 
It !s a situation occuring all over the country.

One economist recently cited the bond issue defeat 
trend which is extending all the way to the federal govern­ 
ment where much pressure has been applied to trim the 
nation's budget.

Many believe the chief reason for the defeat of both 
bond measures was that, primarily, the city did a poor job 
of selling the issues to the public.

Many of the voters didn't feel they were getting a 
fair share of the park improvements for their area.

In the case of the airport bonds, they wouldn't have 
cost the taxpayers a dime . . . still the measur« was de­ 
feated.

In a city of 90,000 persons, it is hard to reach every 
voter and explain the issues.

But any campaign must be successfully sold to the 
Yoters or it will be defeated.

Most voters follow the old maxim ... if you don't 
know what you're voting for, vote "No."

// Fire Strikes
What would you do if your house burned down? 

There's a superficially easy answer to that question  
you'd rebuild it with the insurance money.

However, unless you're one of a comparatively small 
minority of people, you'd be shocked to learri just how in­ 
adequate your fire insurance coverage is.

The main reason that is true is explained by one little 
word inflation. Sylvia Porter tells the story in one of her 
recent syndicated columns. A house that cost $8,000-in 
1937 would cost $21,600 to replace today. A house that 
cost $12,000 ai late as 1946 carries an $18,300 price tag 
now. So it goes. Miss Porter quotes an authority on the 
subject as saying: "There's no doubt that the overwhelming 
percentage of America'i tens of millions of homeowners 
are underinsured."

And that isn't the whole story. The same thing Is true, 
and in many cases to an even greater degree, of the con­ 
tents of our homes. We buy all manner of things over the 
years, and we just don't realize how much the total worth 
comes to. Then, on top of that, inflation has driven up the 
replacement cost of all commodities, just as it has driven 
up construction and repair costs.

This year fire losses will hit an all-time high, and may 
reach or pass $1 billion. Your home and everything in it" 
could help make up that grim statistic. Carefully inventory 
your possessions, then see your insurance agent and make 
sure your fire policies really meet your needs.

Moon And Tide REYNOLDS KNIGHT

Opinions of Others
A free press is essential to political freedom and con­ 

versely, governments which do not allow freedom cannot 
permit a free press. Today in over half of the world: in 
Russia, in China, in Egypt, in Hungary, wherever dictator­ 
ships rule, the press is muzzled. In such places, only good 

.news news favorable to those in command is printed, 
and no editorial criticism is allowed. Northport (N.Y.) 
Observer.

ft ft ft '
A nation-wide poll on the question of "right-to-work" 

laws reveals that in every section of the country, the public 
generally approves of them while union members are 
against them. Sissetoi; (S.D.) Courier.

Spots Found for Square Pegs

YOUR PROBLEMS by Ann Londeri

Tell Him to Go Help Mother
. Dear Ann: My boy friend is 

becoming very insistent. 
Please tell me what to, tell 
him. I'm losing ground fast. 
I'm 16, but have always gone 
with older fellows. My pres­ 
ent steady, is 20, and in col­ 
lege. He's very smart and 
majoring in psychology.

He says when two people 
are sincere there's nothing 
wrong with expressing their 
love to the fullest degree. I 
told him I wasn't brought up 
with such ideas and what he 
has in mind would make me 
lose respect for myself. He 
claims these are "immature 
rationalizations" and I have 
no logical basis for my think­ 
ing.

He constantly shows me 
books where it says a person 
who is inhibibited and refuses 
to give vent to natural emo­ 
tion becomes tense and de­ 
velops personality problems. 
He says youthful energy 
should not be pent-up.

Also, he points out that 
I'm depriving myself of a 
wonderful part of life and 
keeps asking why I condemn 
something I haven't tried. 
What do I tell him now?  
S.R.D.

Ask him if he's ever tried 
slicking his head in a cement- 
mixvr? Tell 'him he shouldn't 
condemn It until he's tried It.

What your boy friend has in 
mind ought to be more than 
just a means of releasing in­ 
hibitions In order to prevent 
personality problems. In our 
society It Is a part of mar­ 
riage and procreation. His 
sales talk Is designed for his 
own pleasure. If he were in­ 
terested In you he wouldn't 
risk your peace of mind, your
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ft ft ft
Each day is the scholar 'of 

yesterday.   Carlyle. 
ft ft ft 

Be not simply good. Be 
good for something.   Tho- 
reau. 

•ft- ft ft 
When prosperity comes, do 

not use all of it.   Confucius. 
ft ft ft 

Little words never hurt a 
big, idea.   Howard Newton. 

ft ;'•: i'i 
No one would have cros^cil 

the ocean if lu: conic! hau> 
gotten off the ship in ihr 
storm.  Cliarli'.s F. Krlli-nni;

TllCy COMCMHT Will) IllllcVI-

they can. He lias nut Ir.nnril 
till' lesson of lili- who dues 
mil i-ai'h ilav siirinoiint u 
IViii l(al|ili Waldo Kiiicr.sdii.

(iod will not luol, ymi UMT 
for your ini'ilals, bui Im jour

.health, and your reputation. 
Suggest that he release 

some of that youthful pent- 
up energy on the tennis 
court, the baseball diamond, 
or perhaps he can help his 
mother rearrange the furni­ 
ture. My mail is stacked sky- 
high from girls who lost The

'Great Debate and wound up 
disgraced, ashamed, and a- 
lonc.

ft *  ft
Dear Ann: I don't have 

what you call a real problem. 
It's more of a simple question 
that I'd like you to answer. 
Being a woman yourself you 
may be able to solve the rid­ 
dle.

,My wife is a wonderful girl 
who just loves to shop in the 
stores. She's a sensible buyer 
and I am not writing to com­ 
plain about what she spends. 
When 1 come hpme from 
work and ask her what she 
did all day, she invariably 
says, "I went shopping." Then

"when I ask her what she 
bought, she says "nothing." 
Why, Mrs. Landers, do women 
call it "shopping" when they 
don't buy anything? REX

Dear Rex: I guess this is 
sorta like men who go fish­ 
ing. Any more questions?

ft ft ft

Dear Ann: My husband Is 
a radio and TV repair mail. 
He's gone seven days a week 
and seven nights, also. The 
only time I see him is when 
he runs in for lunch and sup­ 
per. He bolts the food down 
-ami dashes out again like he's 
rushing to catch a train.

Once in a while, when he 
decides to take an evening 
off, he goes to his relatives 
to visit and leaves me at 
home with the two children. 
I've asked him to please slay 
at home one night a week so 
I can visit my family. He re­ 
fuses, saying I am their moth­ 
er and the responsibility if 
mine.

Don't tell me to hire a sit­ 
ter. He says we can't afford 
it. I'm so s'ick of staying home 
I could die. If he'd just take 
me to see a movie once every 
two weeks I'd be- satisfied. 
What should I do? BORED 
STIFF

Tell the old buzzard you 
hear the movies have sound 
now and you'd like to go and 
see if It's true. If he refuses 
to take you insist that he 
give you an allowance for a 
sitter and don't fall for that 
"we can't afford U" malarky. 
A man who works seven days 
and seven nights a week must 
be making pretty good money.

A husband has no right to 
expect his wife to stay at 
home night and day. You are 
merely an unpaid servant and 
nursemaid. You two got mar­ 
ried for some reason. Try to 
remember what It was. A 
visit with a marriage coun­ 
selor or a clergyman might 
help to pump some life into 
this anemic relationship. 
Good luck.

(Ann Lannvra will bo hnppy tn 
In-Ill vou wllli your prAbli-niH. Si-nd 
tin-in'to hor In care of the IlEltALD 
anil enrliwo a ntauipcil. »elr-nd-

(C) 11)57. Fic'd'Enterprises, Inc.

Industry's prime need, per­ 
sonnel-wise, is a systematic 
program for matching men 
and jobs.

Home of the country's top 
personnel people kicked this 
problem around recently at 
a seminar sponsored by the 
American Management Assn. 
Only by devising dependable 
systems for spotting promot- 
able people, the panelists 
agreed, can any business pro­ 
vide the maximum opportuni­ 
ties for its engineering and 
technical employes.

The armed forces once 
were notorious for putting 
the right people in the wrong 
jobs: There arc signs, how­ 
ever, that this trend is being 
corrected, and one of these 
is the "square peg" program 
developed by the Air Force's 
Air R e s c a r c h and Develop­ 
ment Command, seeking a 
better way of matching offi­ 
cers and jobs.

Under the ARDC proced­ 
ure, each man doing any hir­ 
ing is asked to have punched 
on cards of qualifications 
that are mandatory and de­ 
sirable for success in each 
job. Data about officers are 
recorded on parallel cards. 
When a job becomes vacant, 
the person doing the hiring 
requisitions a "square peg" 
card run that uncovers all 
appropriate officer cards. A 
list of those qualified is then 
furnished to p e r s o n n e 1 as­ 
signment officers.

* ft *
FAST FILLING  Notic­ 

ing the way Americans have 
taken to pressing the button 
on pressure cans, the manu­ 
facturers of soaps, chemicals 
and other products are turn­ 
ing to automation to speed 
up production of that kind of 
container.

Expanded markets are fore­ 
seen for pushbutton packages 
when they are produced by 
pushbutton methods accord­ 
ing to American Can Co.

Pressure cans are now 
filled at the rate of 60 to 150 
a minute, but this rate will

jump to more than .'100 a 
minute as many manual op­ 
erations are speeded up by 
automatic equipment. These 
Include such operations as re­ 
ceiving, storing and feeding 
cans to the filling line; in­ 
serting valves, applying but­ 
tons and overcaps, and pack­ 
ing, scaling and stacking.

THINGS TO C 0 M E   A 
hobby (hat ought to intrigue 
Dad as well as Junior is giv­ 
en an assist by a kit of plans 
and parts that makes it possi­ 
ble to build a small, gas- 
powered auto that uses the 
engine from a discarded lawn- 
mower . . . The home crafts­ 
man looking for a special 
piece of rare wood for his 
current project can get a new 
catalog listing any .exotic 
strains, from "avodire" to 
"zebra," and also a sample 
package of 50 different varie­ 
ties from five continents. ... 
A new line of steel-framed 
"pre-fab" houses conies with 
dry-wall sheets for interiors 
already taped and spackled 
to enable painting or other 
decorative treatment without 
joints showing.

PREFERRED PACKAGING 
  As the holiday season 
draws near, U. S. distillers 
are in full agreement .with 
the theme that "liquor is the 
gift no one ever returns." 
But there's less than com­ 
plete unanimity about the 
way liquor should 'be pack- 

- aged. Currently the industry 
is divided into two camps   
'decanter vs. nondecanter.

Independent surveys attest 
to consumer approval of the 
stylized botles, sales execu­ 
tives say. One such market 
study conducted this year in 
a score of important areas 
disclosed that decanters were 
responsible for boosting 
liquor sales mort than 20 per 
cent during the 1956 gift sea­ 
son. An industry newsletter 
has just estimated Americans 
will give over a quarter of a 
billion dollars worth of dis-

tilled .spirit! as holiday gift; 
this year.

ft ft ft
NAME-DROPPERS   How 

do advertisers get celebrities 
to endorse thcirproducts? 
The use of testimonials in ad- 
vertising is not new, but 
there are new techniques in­ 
volved, points out William H. 
Freeman in his just-published 
"The Big Name" (Printer's 
Ink Books).

Freeman, a Mew York 
Times business and financial 
writer, says: "In the old days, 
just about everything went. 
All that was needed was to 
link a well-known name to a 
product. Even when the tie- 
up was thoroughly illogical 
and made no sense at ail, the 
product still sold." He re­ 
called that a great football 
star once endorsed a type­ 
writer, crediting it for his 
classroom performance. It 
turned that he was at the 
bottom of the list scholastic- 
ajly.

Today's ad man, says the 
author, has learned that an 
honest testimonial works bet- 
ter than the old-style fake 
because he cannot afford to 
risk a product's reputation dr 
large sums in advertising in 
an ad campaign that can be 
wrecked by dishonesty or 
even blatant insincerity. 

* ft ft
BITS 0' BUSINESS   One 

of the perils of automation: 
During Queen Elizabeth's re­ 
cent visit to New York, 
watchers in the downtown fi­ 
nancial district were struck 
lightly about the face and 
shoulders by old computer- 
machine punch cards used In­ 
stead of ticker tape. ...More 
than 45 billion light bulbs 
have been made since 
Thomas A. Edison invented 
the incandescent lamp, and 
the industry estimates this 
year's production alone at 
2.5 billion. ... A German 
maker of stuffed toy animals 
advises U. S. buyers it's all 
sold for Christmas on Us 
$75-$400 line.

THE SQUIRREL CAGE ByRdd Bundy

A Certain Cure for Old Age*
' You can tell that the head- 
writer for the Highland Park 
News-Herald has his ear at­ 
tuned to the times.

A head in the garden sec­ 
tion of the newspaper last 
week announced that: 

Daphne Smells Good Like 
A Garden Plant Should 
At least is prows the guy 

isn't living in complete isola­ 
tion.

ft ft ft
In the same Issue, Earl 

Vail reports that the only 
way to avoid the (rials, ills, 
and tribulations of old age 
is to die young.

ft ft .':
Evidence t h a t someone 

didn't follow the foregoing 
advice, at least in the opin­ 
ion of some unkind soul, was 
the funeral procession which 
had Isa Korn of the city's

THE FREELANCER by Tom Rische

People Today Are All Wet
Americans should be a lot 

cleaner than they used to be.
The American Plumbing and 

Heating Industries B u.r e a u 
tells us that the old Saturday 
night bath routine has chang­ 
ed to three baths or showers 
a day in many cases.

These include the "pick- 
me-up" shower in the morn­ 
ing, another -scrubbing ses­ 
sion after getting home from 
work, and a "relaxcr show­ 
er" before going to bed.

Although baths aren't al­ 
ways taken for sanitary reas­ 
ons, the net effect is to make 
us the most scrubbed-up gen­ 
eration in the history of the 
world.

ft ft ft
Americans are just   begin­ 

ning to discover what Is com­ 
monly accepted in other parts 
ul' I In- world as a pleasant 
ritual. Some countries have 
I'onmmnity baths in which 
everybody gets together and 
lias a MTuliliin; j;ooil turn- 
cleaning off Hie I'.ium-

Acluallv, tiiKim; a .shower 
or liatli I I.IH- nl tin- clu-ap-

and shampoo involved. The 
average bath runs a little 
higher.

No more do Americans 
have to get the water from 
the brook and heat it on the 
old wood stove. All we have 
to do is turn on the faucet, 
remembering, of course, to 
take off our watches.

It's a bathroom baritone's 
paradise, especially if he is 
run out of the other rooms of 
the house.

ft. ft ft
This bathing fetish, prob­ 

ably caused in part by many 
ex-GIs who are making up 
for the showers they missed 
while in grimy foxholes, has 
had other repercussions.'

Manufacturers of plumb­ 
ing fixtures and tile have 
been swamped with business 
as new homes install up to 
four ha tli rooms ami old 
homes add more balhs. One 
hath per home used to he 

"standard equipment. Today, 
the average in older homes 
is 1.5, while in newer de­ 
velopments, the average is 
 J.I.

This mushrooming number 
ol lialliromn.s with till) and/ 
or shower makes it possible 
lor more people to take baths

more often, eliminating the 
old hassle over who was go­ 
ing to have the bathroom 
next. H gives Junior less ex­ 
cuse for not scrubbing be­ 
hind'his ears.

ft ft ft
If every Torrance resident 

took a shower every day, it 
would use up 1,380,000 gal­ 
lons of water at a total cost 
of some $3450. Three show­ 
ers a day would mean the 
use of 4.140,000 gallons of 
water. The average shower 
takes 15 gallons of water.

This increasing cleanliness, 
however, could pose a prob­ 
lem to the people who must 
bring in water from the Col­ 
orado River and other sources 
which supply the Los An­ 
geles area. Officials now es­ 
timate that by 1!)70, Los An­ 
geles, tin; largest city in the 
world not located on a river, 
will have to look for other 
.sources of supply for Its 
water.

It's eondevable that the 
 I,0(10,(100 area residents could 
scrub ourselves right out of 
water.

II cleanliness is next to 
(ioilliness. there should he a 
lot ol people who an- almost 
saintly. I haven't si-en loo 
many ol' them. Have you'.'

recreation department side­ 
lined for a while this week 
as she was on her way back 
to work from lunch. A gaudy 
reflectorized bumper sticker 
on the rear of one of the lead 
cars in the procession pro­ 
claimed for all to see: "It's 
Hi Time."

We had it figured about 
right last Sunday when we 
predicted that the bond and 
charter elections would be 
settled' by a minority   not 
according to the old tradition 
that majority rules.

A check of the voting fig­ 
ures show that slightly more 
than 5000 persons out of a 
city population exceeding 
90,000 voted yes to effect a 
major change in the city's 
form of government by add­ 
ing two councilmen to the 
city's governing body and 
having the mayor elected for 
a four-year term by the 
voters.

Had afl of the city's 33,318 
registered voters gone to the 
polls last Tuesday, the out­ 
come of all of the issues very 
likely would have been the 
same with the possible ex­ 
ception of the park bond 
issue which lost by a mere 
149 votes.

ft ft ft

And while we are on the 
subject of voting, we might 
as well report that the olcl 
political pots are beginning 
to boil. Ex-President Harry 
Truman has asked for a 
probe of a possible con­ 
spiracy to get Governor

Knight to run for the Senate 
so Senator Knowland will 
have a clear shot at the Gov­ 
ernor's chair. You'd think 
this was the first time any­ 
thing like a political deal had 
been unearthed.

ft ft ft
On the local scene the poli­ 

ticians are getting just as 
excited, what with two seats 
opening up on the city coun­ 
cil and the mayor's post go­ 
ing up for grabs. Veteran 
observers on the scene pre­ 
dict (hat a record slate of 
candidates from all sections 
of the city will be tossing 
their hats in the ring before 
(lie nominations are closed 
next spring.

Only announced candidate 
so far is the city's current 
mayor, Albert Isen, who lias 
said he will go after the new 
four-year post next April. It 
will be a wide open scram­ 
ble, because there will be no 
incumbents on the list, it be- 1 
ing a new post. "

The two extra scats on 
the council will encourage 
entrants from the city's var- 
ioujs "communities" which sec 
the expanded council as a 
chance to increase the repre­ 
sentation from their areas.

All in all, it looks like a 
few exciting weeks come next 
March and April.

I tried it again Thursday 
night and got the same re­ 
action this year. When a 
spooky lookingcreature 
rapped at my front door and 
yelled "Trick or Treat," I 
said I'd settle for the trick.

Left 'ini dumbfounded. All 
they know Is the treat part.

ALERT TODAY 
ALIVE TOMORROW

Wh«n you cint r'oich th« 
doctor, t tint .id fount 
might u<r* « W»
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